Notes of a Meeting of the

MOORPOOL CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL & MANAGEMENT PLAN

STEERING GROUP

Wednesday 6 September 2006 

The Small Hall, Moorpool

Present: Mike Frost,Sarah Smith-Grainger Trust,Tim Nicholson-Grainger Trust,Phil Nelson-Regional Manager,Grainger Trust,Ryan Tucker-Grainger trust,Jackie Holder, Adrian Millicheap,Rob Sutton,Geoff Whittaker,Emma Gray,Colin Brain,Paul Waddington,Mick O’Malley,Ann Yorke-Harborne Society,Bill Taylor-Senior District Engineer,Chris Hargreaves-Development Directorate.

Apologies:Councillor Mike Whitby,James Spence,John Bateman

In the absence of Councillor Whitby, Mike Frost took the chair.

Mike Frost welcomed Bill Taylor, Senior District Engineer to the meeting.

1.       3  MRA had received the Community Chest application form and the MRA

                 Centenary Committee was looking at a bid to the Ward for up to £3000.

5 It was confirmed Grainger were undertaking a tree survey of the estate

6 A meeting had taken place with the police: PC Regisford, the local beat officer was making regular weekend patrols. It was agreed a low key approach was desirable in relation to anti-social behaviour by youths; the derelict garages in the Valley were still a cause for concern in this respect.

             3.Traffic Circulation

Bill Taylor said that the Chairman of the Ward Committee had agreed to go out to                      consultation on making Margaret Grove one way down to Park Hill from Pereira              Road on a permanent basis. Subject to clear support from residents the scheme would be implemented this financial year; the Steering Group unanimously supported the proposal. There was discussion on the issue of rat running and a feeling that for the majority of the day there was no problem. Geoff Whitaker asked about the possibilty of creating passing bays on some of the narrower roads, however Bill Taylor that the roots of the numerous street trees would create real difficulties with this suggestion.

4. Garages

Mike Frost reported that there had been a meeting with Grainger about garages and the need for a comprehensive approach was recognised. Some thought the garages were too remote and too small ; only a minority were occupied by cars, but if they were displaced there would be more cars parked on the roads. Tim Nicholson said the concerns had been previously expressed and whilst Grainger was a commercial company it had to satisfy the expectations of shareholders, it was very well aware of the special character of the area and also aware of the lack of accommodation designed specifically for the elderly or for first time buyers in the area.

Grainger were in the process of appointing an architect with conservation experience, together with a landscape architect, and traffic engineer who would be looking at possible ideas for some high quality development.The potential for new development to incorporate garages or rear access would certainly be investigated. 

5. Allotments

A meeting had taken place with Grainger and there was a desire to see a concentration of high quality facilities and any new development should include the integration of allotments. Varying the size of allotments might be a good idea and there had been early discussions on the possible hand over of the management of allotments to an association; some plots were not capable of cultivation.  

6. Article 4(2) Direction

Chris Hargreaves said the guidance note to accompany the formal notices was being prepared and the solicitors were looking at the detail of the notices. Phil Nelson siad that Grainger was starting to look at proposals under the covenants as if the Direction was in place, but there were certain legal difficulties in enforcement; in future Grainger might look to contract out the approval of plans. Anomolies were becoming apparent where there was already a mix of timber and pVCU windows.Paul Waddington commented that turning round the estate would be a lengthy business after a long period of deterioration. Adrian Millicheap said that the experience in Bournville was that the concentration on the frontage was successful, but there was very real pressure for rear extensions.

Detailed advice produced jointly by Grainger and the City Council was still intended to be produced..

7. The Centenary

Nothing further to report.

8. Any Other Business

There was no other business.
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