Notes of a Meeting of the 

MOORPOOL CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL &  MANAGEMENT PLAN

STEERING GROUP

Wednesday 8 November 2006

The Small Hall, Moorpool

Present: Cllr Mike Whitby-Chairman,James Spence,Mike Frost-Chairman Moorpool Residents Association,Emma Gray,Geoffrey Whittaker,Rob Sutton,Paul Waddington,Ann Yorke-Harborne Society,Jeremy Spratley-Spratley Architects,Caroline Busby-Spratley Architects,Sarah Smith-Grainger,Tim Nicholson-Grainger,Phil Nelson-Grainger,Ryan Tucker-Grainger,Katie Fretwell-Whitton Associates,Martin Portos-Whitton Associates,Jenny Baker-Colin Buchanan,Chris Hargreaves-Birmingham City Council.

Apologies: Colin Brain,Michael O’Malley,John Bateman

2.6 A copy of the advice note to be sent out with the formal notification of the Article 4(2) Direction had been circulated; it was noted that the time taken between the approval of the Direction and its formal implementation in Moseley was nine months.

Grainger was currently looking at three possible contraventions of the restrictive covenants.

£200 had been allocated form the Community Chest towards The Duck newsletter.

The Chairman commented that we must build on the trust established on the estate and this should act as a catalyst for change.

4. Architect and Consultants Presentation.

4.1 Tim Nicholson, before introducing the architects reiterated that there had been a hands off approach by Grainger in recent years, but given it was the largest owner on the Estate it clearly had a vested interest in its future and was adopting a new approach which was  supportive of the Article 4(2) Direction and the enforcing of the restrictive covenants. There was an enthusiasm for the celebration of the centenary and a major investment programme over the next five years.

 The flats on The Circle had now been upgraded in conjunction with the Conservation Officer. Allotments were not really a mainstream activity for Grainger, but active consideration was being given to the provision of water and varying the size of the plots. Parking and garages were a significant issue; a parking survey had been completed and a detailed survey of garages was underway. Tim commented that the concensus was that the landscape was tired and in need of refreshment. 

The Listed Buildings needed upgrading and there was a requirement to meet the needs of the DDA; Grainger was keen to explore the possible handing over of the community buildings to a Trust.

Tim said advisers had been appointed to assist with the comprehensive planning of the Estate: Jeremy Spratley  - Architect, Martin Portos – Landscape Architect and Jenny Baker – Colin Buchanan and Partners, transportation consultants.

4.2 Jeremy Spratley said he had been learning with great interest of the history of the Estate and briefly outlined the narrative of its development and its intellectual ideas in the context of the Garden City Movement. There was an exciting prospect of contemporary development which was respectful of history. Jeremy said this was not the moment to introduce detailed proposals, but potential development sites had been identified.

4.3 Martin Portos commented that being a stranger was in some ways an advantage, knowing little of the folk history; whilst he was a landscape architect he had working with him an arboricultural surveyor and an ecologist. He observed that there was little actual public open space on the Estate; all the street trees were of a contemporary age and silver birch was the predominant tree, many now coming to the end of their life, but no tree should be removed lightly. High Brow strangely had no trees.

The Chairman commented that the City Council had a robust approach to trees requiring a 2 for 1 replacement.

4.4 Jenny Baker from Colin Buchanan said that since the last meeting there had been an overnight  parking survey which had identified particular problems in Moorpool Avenue and Margaret Grove. However, there appeared to be quite rigorous self policing of parking – could this be formalised. Research had shown that there were .94 cars per residential unit in the area. Ravenhurst Road was wider and encouraged faster traffic; kerb buildouts at junctions and gateway treatments could assist in organising on-street parking and together with changes of surfaces were potentially aids to traffic calming. There was a desire not to add to on-street parking problems; parking spaces might replace garages with security provided by overlooking. Grainger had also asked Buchanans to look into ‘car clubs’.

The Chairman believed there was a level of investigative work we did not have previously; he commented the City Council took a more generous attitude towards parking provision and did not agree with central government policy.

Tim Nicholson said there might be a natural scepticism and anxiety among residents, but enhancements would be enshrined in a Section106 legal agreement attached to a planning permission. The next stage would be more site specific and concensus could well be difficult.

4.5 Jeremy Spratley said to create a truly sustainable community new housing stock provision would not necessarily replicate the existing stock.The Chairman responded saying density levels, aspects of choice and environmental quality were all important issues. Mike Frost commented the mix of allotments, housing and open space was an integral part of the character of the Estate. Paul Waddington believed Grainger had contributed to the changing demographic of the Estate through the sale of properties to young professionals.Rob Sutton said allotments had an emotional significance for longstanding tenants and parking had been self governing in Margaret Grove for 25 years. 

This was a golden opportunity the Chairman said for Grainger to enhance its reputation.Mike Frost liked a lot of what he had heard; there was a need for sensitivity and subtlety.

The Steering Group thought that the design brief and concept might usefully receive publicity in The Duck.

5. Allotments

Rob Sutton said allotments had been safeguarded in three key areas, but might be quite distant for some tenants.

6.The Centenary

Mike Frost reported that there had been initial discussions with Heritage Lottery Fund with a view to a bid of up to £50,000.

7. Any Other Business

Particular issues with development at 42 Moorpool Avenue were raised; Chris Hagreaves promised to investigate.

Geoff Whittaker raised the issue of lawnmowers cutting up the verges; there was also confusion he said over rubbish days.

Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 13 December at 6.30pm.
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