Notes of a Meeting of the

MOORPOOL CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL  &  MANAGEMENT PLAN

STEERING GROUP


Wednesday 13 December 2006

The Small Hall, Moorpool

Present: Cllr Mike Whitby-Chairman,Ann Yorke-Harborne Society,Rob Sutton,Mick O’Malley,Geoffrey Whittaker,Paul Waddington,John Bateman-Grainger,Sarah Smith-Grainger,Ryan Tucker-Grainger,Louise Jordan-Grainger,Phil Nelson-Grainger,Tim Nicholson-Grainger,Katie Fretwell-Whitton Associates,Jenny Baker-Colin Buchanan,Martin Portus-Whitton Associates,Jeremy Spratley-Spratley Architects,Caroline Busby-SpratleyArchitects,Mike Frost-Chair,Moorpool Residents Association,Emma Gray,Adrian Millicheap,Chris Hargreaves-Birmingham City Council.

Jan Sutton was welcomed as a new member of the Steering Group

There were no apologies.

2. Notes of the Meeting of 8 November

A grant of £250 had been made by the ward to The Duck.

3. Article 4(2) Direction

Jeremy Spratley said a survey of all the houses had now been undertaken; Mick O’Malley asked when the Design Guide would be produced, given the imminent introduction of the Direction. Tim Nicholson thought this should form part of the package of measures and the Chairman said there was added strength in joint action. It was agreed that we should aim to have a first draft of the guide by the end of March. The issue of timber windows was discussed and the idea of the list of favoured companies suggested; the Chairman commented that there might be a role for an acceptable supplier advertising or sponsoring The Duck.   

4. Development Proposals

4.1 TimNicholson said the last meeting had been very constructive and Jeremy Spratley expanded on the previous presentation emphasising this was still a sketch scheme with many issues unresolved. It was essential the development was sustainable and at either end of the spectrum ie. smaller units for younger first time buyers or the elderly downsizing, whilst still meeting the requirements of the City Council. The design of the new development reflected the existing pattern on the Estate of vistas terminating in full stops.

4.2 Site A-The Valley consisted of 52 units surrounding a spine road. Site B-at the east end of the Estate; 4 apartments and replacement tennis court. Site C-Ravenhurst Road/Margaret Grove back land. Site D-backland behind Moorpool Avenue. Site E-West Pathway/Wentworth Gate backland.Site F-southern boundary of estate, including derelict builders yard, garages and allotments-possibility of live-work units.

4.3 Martin Portus commented that added protection had been given to houses, it was also required in respect of trees; he cited the area around the pool and bowling green as requiring attention. Martin also noted in passing the planting of a rather inappropriate prunus in Wentworth Gate and it was agreed there was a need for a more informed choice for street trees.

4.4 The garage survey had found that only 1/3 were occupied by vehicles and there was a desire not to add to on-street parking. If 1.5 spaces were allocated per additional unit there would be 180 spaces required. There was some capacity on Ravenhurst Road and kerb build outs could facilitate a more attractive and safer environment. An additional 50 vehicle trips could be generated at peak times by the proposals and the feasibility of a car club was being investigated. The Steering Group reiterated the concern over the concentration of parking problems on Moorpool Avenue and Margaret Grove. The Chairman said the feeling was that over intensive development should be opposed, but the level of parking provision would be welcomed by the present administration.

4.5 In discussion the differing views about garage courts were exposed, some believing if they were improved they would be used. The possibility of rear access from the Valley site should be explored; the density of proposed development was a concern and some sites might be more suited to development than others. The Chairman thought the holistic approach was not coming through whilst there was still very much a desire to help the process and reinforce the partnership. John Bateman believed Grainger had probably undersold themselves and the possibility of the community trust ownership certainly needed to be given greater emphasis.

5. Allotments

Rob Sutton indicated discussions were progressing; attitudes were not entrenched and it was accepted there would be a need for a degree of compromise.

6. The Centenary

Grainger and the MRA had a strong desire to cooperate in developing proposals for the centenary.

7. The Archive

There had been a preliminary look at the archives which were extensive, but in the main of limited interest. Some interesting artefacts had been uncovered . Further investigation was required.

8. Any Other Business

The ongoing problems caused by skips – currently seven in Carless Avenue – and lorries churning up verges without any attempt at reinstatement  was raised by Geoffrey Whittaker. The Chairman asked Chris Hargreaves to raise this with Ian Coghill at the City Council..

9. Date of next meeting

Agreed as 31 January 2007 – essentially to discuss the Direction.

Meeting in early March with the architects.
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